Maharana Pratap and the Spider

An Inspirational Story About Courage, Persistence and Never Giving Up

After repeated battles with the Mughal forces, Maharana Pratap is popularly said to have
become exhausted and deeply discouraged. He had lost ground, his army had scattered,
and he took shelter in a cave.

As he sat there thinking about his difficulties, he noticed a small spider trying to climb up
the wall of the cave.

The spider climbed a little—but suddenly fell down. It tried again. Again it fell. It continued
trying repeatedly, even though every attempt ended in failure.

Finally, after many attempts, the spider succeeded and reached the top of the cave.

Maharana Pratap watched the tiny creature carefully. He realised that if a spider could
continue trying after repeated failures, he too could continue his struggle.

The sight renewed his determination. He decided not to give up and continued his
resistance with courage and perseverance.

The Moral
“Failure is not defeat. Giving up is defeat.”

The story teaches us to try again after failure, remain patient during difficult times, and
keep working toward a worthwhile goal.

Remember
“Fall seven times, stand up eight.”

Historical Note

The spider episode is a popular inspirational retelling associated with Maharana Pratap.
His resistance, hardships and campaigns are historically documented, but the specific
spider incident should be treated as a traditional/legendary story rather than a firmly
established historical event.



